Lion’s Bavarian youth camp 2015

On the 25th of July 2015 19 young people from 16 different countries in the age of 17-22 years came to Munich (See
the appendix about the nationality of the participants) in order to participate in our Bavarian Youth Camp 2015. They
were welcomed by their 15 host families. Some of the host families received two young people to stay with them.
In the host families the young people could learn about both the German and the Bavarian culture. Likewise some of
the host families were taught about common practice in the home countries of their visitors, for instance through
traditional cooking, even with the assistance of a grandmother 4000 km away. Friendly bonds were tied with the
children of the host parents, and some of the young people even had the opportunity of participating in school
events. In that sense it was meaningful to choose the last week of July for the stay at the host families.
Some of the host families had gathered in groups and visited interesting landmarks in Bavaria together. Also the
Youth Camp Director of the Lions District 111-BS saw parts of Bavaria that he, as a poor Dutchman, had not yet paid
a visit. This kind of co-operation was also helpful for the host parents, allowing them to balance the care of their
guests and their work-related obligations.
I’m very grateful to all of the host families for providing their time and for welcoming the young people into their
homes and their lives. It wasn’t always easy, especially because not all of the youngsters spoke equally good German
or English. But everyone wanted access to the Internet, and some could barely survive without it.
On the 31st of July 2015 the majority of the young people were brought to the central station in Munich, where they
were received by the camp coach, Harry Schwimmer, his assistant, Eva Kreuwel and me as the Director of the youth
camp. For the international youngsters it was first of all exciting to meet the other participants. Thereafter we could
continue our journey to Scheidegg.
Many Lions youth camps have already been organized in the Sportalm in Scheidegg. It is a dream! The group had
complete climbing facilities and a football center at their disposal. Outside a high ropes course was waiting for them.
Altogether; wonderful surroundings for the first team building exercises. After the experience walk in the area,
everyone met up for the introduction of the camp and house rules. In addition to that, the mutual camp
expectations were established. The remarkable thing was that all of the foreign participants mentioned the
communication in English as one of the most important purposes of the camp.
On Saturday the 1st of August we began with a visit at the Skywalk in Scheidegg: a tree top walk at the height of 1520 meters. In the afternoon we were received by Lions friend, Geser, from the LC Oberstaufen-Westallgäu for a
round of “Swin-golf”, a kind of football golf. Everyone had a great time. It is a genius invention that made it easier for
everyone to get to know each other better. In the evening the Geser family hosted a barbecue party for us. I would
like to thank the Lions club and especially the Lions friend, Geser, for his engagement.
In the following days different team building activities were carried out in Scheidegg and the surrounding areas: Selfconfidence and confide in others were essential in the high ropes course, team work in the joint process of building a
rope bridge and of course also the climbing in the indoor climbing center; activities that caused a great deal of fun.
Because of the tropical temperatures, a visit to the nearby Scheibenbach and a local swimming bath was obvious.
Every day was wrapped up with a short evaluation (“wrap-up”).
One of the highlights was the visit to the Allgäu Workshop for mentally disabled people in Kempten, where our
guests could experience this particular kind of inclusion. Regardless of their national backgrounds, none of the young
people were acquainted with this sort of handling with mentally disabled people. After a tour through the workshop

with a welcome from the second mayor of Kempten, Mrs. Knott, the work could begin: Our guests were to help with
the assembly of different garden tools. The hard labour was rewarded with lunch. The afternoon was devoted to a
Special Olympics event called asphalt curling. The competing teams consisted of a mix of the international
participants and workers from the workshop. This happy and very successful experience of the inclusion was made
possible by the local Lions Club in Kempten. Especially Lions friend, Ankele, deserves to be praised for her great
efforts.
On Thursday the 6th of August 2015 the journey continued to Bad Tölz. After a long travel the tired travelers could
relax from the hardships and the heat in the hotel Tölzer Hof that had offered us accommodation for the same price
as a youth hostel. In the evening the young people ate dinner in the local restaurant “Pappas Kesselhaus”, where the
20th birthday of one of the Armenian participants was celebrated. Two of our guests celebrated their birthdays
during their stay in Bavaria. C
In the next three days the local Lions Clubs arranged exciting activities and events for our guests. The Lions Club in
Bad Tölz had organized a biking rally to Kirchsee and the convent of Reutberg. The Governor Waltraud Bauer’s Lions
Club, Gmund-Oberland, had prepared a wonderful day with geocaching and stand up paddle boarding. Our cyber
Lions friends from Übersee-Forum at the lake Chiemsee brought our guests to the castle on the Herreninsel
(Gentlemen’s Island) and to a wonderful dinner on the Fraueninsel (Lady’s Island), where we finished our day with a
nice swim in the lake Chiemsee. Special thanks to all of the Lions from Bad Tölz, Gmund at the Tegernsee und
Übersee!
In keeping with tradition, the last week of the camp took place in Munich, where the city was explored by bike and
visits in the F.C. Bayern arena and the BMW world were mandatory. An absolute highlight was the rafting on the
river Isar that was organized by the Lions Club München Geiselgasteig through the PDG Robert Gareissen. Through
many years the Lions Club has made this possible: True Lions spirit in the literal sense.
The visit to the Dachau concentration camp memorial was the most touching moment. Our young participant from
Israel stood in front of the Jewish memorial and told us about the history of his grandmother, who lived through the
hell of Auschwitz and escaped after two years of imprisonment. Just turned 17, he presented a Hebrew poem; a
deeply touching moment that I will never forget.
The farewell arrangement on the 14th of August 2015 was held with the participation of many host parents, Lions
friends and district representatives. All of the young camp participants received a certificate stating their
participation and engagement in the camp from the Governor, Waltraud Bauer.
The following day the journey home began for everyone: from 06:00 AM to 08:00 PM we went to the Munich Airport
altogether four times, where we said goodbye to our guests. Thus came 22 days of wonderful experiences to an end
- the Bavarian Youth Camp 2015; something that the Lions in the district of Bavaria South can be proud of.
Gerald Kreuwel
111-BS YCEC International Lions Youth Exchange Camp
gerald.kreuwel@lions-bayern-sued.de

What are our expectations?

Our names in alphabetic order?

Swingolf = Football Golf

Hmmm.. Almost Art!

Discussion in Workshop for mentally disabled people

Climbing high ropes

Inclusion on all levels

Birthday party in „Papas Kesselhaus“

Biking at 40 Grad Celsius
To Reutberg monastery near Sachsenkam

Geo-Caching around Tegernsee

Stand-Up-Paddling in Gmund am Tegernsee

All at the Herrenchiemsee with Lions Friends

Biking in Munich

Fun with motor cycles at BMW-Welt

Good-byes with certificates of Participation
By YCEC and Camp-Director Gerald Kreuwel

