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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL  

In 1917, Melvin Jones, a 38-year-old Chicago business leader, told members of his 
local business club they should reach beyond business issues and address the 
betterment of their communities and the world. Jones' group, the Business Circle of 
Chicago, agreed. After contacting similar groups around the United States, an 
organizational meeting was held on June 7, 1917, in Chicago, Illinois, USA. The new 
group took the name of one of the invited groups, the "Association of Lions Clubs," 
and a national convention was held in Dallas, Texas, USA in October of that year. A 
constitution, by-laws, objects and a code of ethics were approved. Almost 100 years 
later, Lions Clubs International is the world's largest service club organization, with 
1.35 million members in more than 46,000 clubs and countless stories of Lions 
acting on the same simple idea: let's improve our communities. 
 
In 1925 Eradicating Blindness  
Helen Keller addressed the Lions Clubs International Convention in Cedar Point, 
Ohio, USA, and challenged Lions to become "knights of the blind in the crusade 
against darkness." Since then, we have worked tirelessly to aid the blind and visually 
impaired. 
 
In 1945 Uniting Nations 
The ideal of an international organization is exemplified by our enduring relationship 
with the United Nations. We were one of the first nongovernmental organizations 
invited to assist in the drafting of the United Nations Charter and have supported the 
work of the UN ever since. 

In 1968 Establishing Our Foundation 
Lions Clubs International Foundation assists Lions with global and large-scale local 
humanitarian projects. Through our Foundation, Lions meet the needs of their local 
and global communities. 
 
In 1990 Launching SightFirst 
Through SightFirst, Lions are restoring sight and preventing blindness on a global 
scale. Launched in 1990, Lions have raised more than $346 million for this initiative. 
SightFirst targets the major causes of blindness: cataract, trachoma, river blindness, 
childhood blindness, diabetic retinopathy and glaucoma. 
 
Lions Clubs International extends our mission of service every day – in local 
communities, in all corners of the globe. The needs are great and our services 
broad, including sight, health, youth, elderly,the environment and disaster relief. Our 
international network has grown to include more than  
206 countries and geographic areas. 



Lions Clubs International Foundation  

History 
 
Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) was founded in 1968 to take the mission 
of Lions Clubs International to new heights by tackling global problems, as well as 
assisting Lions with large-scale local humanitarian projects. LCIF's history is filled 
with high-impact projects, meaningful partnerships and the kindness and efforts of 
Lions. With continued support, you can count on LCIF to continue and expand 
programs to improve lives around the world far into the future. 
 
Mission  
 
Every day, Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) works to fulfil our mission: 
"To support the efforts of Lions clubs worldwide in serving their local communities 
and the world community as they carry out essential humanitarian service projects." 

Since our founding in 1968 we have strived to sustain Lions' service goals 
throughout the world, awarding 10,268 grants totalling more than US$729 million, in 
the four key areas of sight, youth, disaster relief and other humanitarian efforts. 

We give sight. LCIF is providing vision for those in need all over the world by 
combating eye diseases, creating infrastructure to improve eye care delivery, 
increasing the number of trained eye care professionals and making vision care 
more equitable and sustainable. 

We support youth. All young people deserve to have an education, feel cared for and 
experience healthy development so they can have the chance to achieve their 
dreams. Through our youth development program Lions Quest, LCIF is helping 
children learn to work together, make positive decisions and serve their 
communities. The Foundation also supports youth through constructing schools, 
youth centres and vocational training centres. 

We provide disaster relief. Lions are often some of the first to arrive at a disaster to 
provide relief, and Foundation support is right there with them. We help devastated 
communities survive after disasters and bring hope by assisting in long-term efforts 
of rebuilding of homes and lives. 

We address humanitarian needs. From working to combat global health issues such 

as measles and diabetes to empowering those with disabilities to lead more 

independent and fulfilling lives, LCIF is dedicated to a range of humanitarian 

services. The Foundation continues to develop and expand programs that meet 

emerging needs worldwide. 


